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that will be of practical service to every one who teaches ele­
mentary chemistry. Its value to investigators and advanced 
students is sufficiently obvious. Students ought to be intro­
duced to the classics of chemistry at a comparatively early stage 
of their development. They are not as a rule, at present, 
because the original papers are seldom accessible to the teacher. 
The publication of Ostwald's " Klassiker" was the first step in 
the right direction, but the fact that they are in German makes 
them inaccessible to many who most need them. 

JOSEPH TORREY, J R . 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

POLARIZATION BY DOUBLE DILUTION. 

U N I T E D STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 

DIVISION OF CHEMISTRY, 

WASHINGTON, D. C , NOV. 27, 1896. 

Editor Journal of the American Chemical Society, Easton, Pa. : 
DEAR SIR : By accident a portion of the rule for calculating 

polarizations by double dilution in our paper published in this 
Journal, 1896, Vol. 18, pages 428 to 433, was omitted. 

Page 430, beginning at the end of line 9, the rule for the ap­
proximate calculation of results obtained by Scheibler's method 
of double dilution should have this addition after the words 
"small flask," "multiply the difference by two and subtract the 
product from the reading in the small flask." This is equiva­
lent to multiplying the reading obtained from the solution in the 
large flask by four and subtracting the reading obtained from 
the solution in the small flask from the product. The re­
sult is the corrected reading and, when a solution of double the 
normal strength is polarized in a tube of double the normal 
length, must be divided by four to obtain the percentage. In 
this case a simpler and equivalent rule for calculation is the fol­
lowing : Subtract one-fourth the reading of the solution in the 
small flask from the reading in the large flask and the result will 
be the corrected percentage. 

Page 42,0, end of line 17, the word sucrose should be lactose. 
Page 432, the figures in the table in the column headed "Vol-
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ume of prec ip i ta te , " were calculated before the exact formula on 
page 430 was evolved, and are somewhat at variance with the re­
sults obtained by use of the formula. T h e formula gives the fol­
lowing numbers : 5.26, 10.71, 4.88, 9.86, 5.05, 5.41, 4.53, 4.12, 
3.87, 4.99, 3.33, 4.22, 16.23. T h e numbers in the column 
headed " T rue volume in 100 cc. f lask" mus t be changed ac­
cordingly. 

Respectfully, 
H . W . W I L E Y , 

E . E . EwELiv. 
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E R R A T U M . 
On page 994 (November number), seventh line from bottom, instead of 

" extra internal pressure" read " extra external pressure." 


